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Data Science in the News 
Webinar: What can we learn from George Floyd’s death, and what role 
can data and data science play in this? 
Friday 17 July 
12pm - 1pm 

The QUT Centre for Data Science, QUT Carumba Institute and the Queensland Academy of Arts and 
Science have teamed up to present the ‘Data Science in the News’ series on “What can we learn from 
George Floyd’s death, and what role can data and data science play in this?”. The third talk in this series is 
this Friday 17 July at 12 noon (Brisbane time).  

The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis USA at the hands of police has been headline news worldwide, 
sparking discussions, demonstrations, reflections and statements. His death highlights many important 
issues and questions. It prompts us to reflect on the role that data and data analysis play in these issues 
and, in turn, how these issues might inform our work as data scientists. The aim is to bring together speakers 
to discuss this topic from a range of perspectives, with the aim of exploring how data and data science can 
contribute to meaningful conversations, decisions and changes as a result of this tragic event.  

Moderator 
• Associate Professor Christopher Lawrence, Director (Indigenous Engagement), Faculty of 

Engineering and Information Technology, University Technology Sydney. 
• Professor Louise Ryan, Distinguished Professor, School of Mathematical and Physical Sciences, 

University Technology Sydney. 

Panel session topics 
Ms Angela Barney-Leitch: "Examined but unheard - Indigenous students in education data" 
Education Departments gather a plethora of data on students to develop policies in Australia which by and 
large reflect the dominant or majority culture. Where Indigenous Australians are included in that data, its 
examination and sub sequential policies are, often undertaken on their behalf. Indigenous people are seen 
but unheard in the education system. Seeking out and examining data from a different perspective to the 
norm allows for an understanding of the impact of the education system on those for whom it has not been 
designed.  
 
The Honourable Margaret White AO: "Can data science shape juvenile justice policy?" 
Data tells us much about the future life trajectory of those young people who come in contact with the 
criminal justice system and the different ways of managing that contact. But prior to that contact exposure in 
utero and in infancy to trauma may result in a set of circumstances which predispose a child to state 
intervention and thence into that justice system. Policy makers are now better equipped to evaluate what 
works to deflect undesired outcomes 
 
Professor Cindy Shannon AM: TBA 
 
Professor Lyndall Ryan AM FAHA: "Digital mapping as a tool for representing massacres on the 
Australian colonial frontier" 
Twenty years ago, the debate about massacres of Aboriginal people on the colonial frontier were the key 
focus of the history wars. Were they widespread or were they a rare event? How can we know? In response 
the colonial frontier massacres digital map project was developed. The digital map uses a rigorous 
methodology that includes a definition of frontier massacre, and an understanding of its characteristics, to 
identify frontier massacres of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people across Australia 1788-1930. The digital 

https://research.qut.edu.au/qutcds/data-science-in-the-news/
https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacres
https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacres
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map is not only accessible online it is regularly updated with new sites and corrections. Analysis of the map 
data has produced new findings about the prevalence of frontier massacre and how they happened.  
 
 

Our panellists 

Ms Angela Barney-Leitch is the QUT Pro Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Strategy). Ms Barney-Leitch is a 
Woppaburra Guami Enkil whose country is the Keppel Islands off the coast of central Queensland, Australia. 
As Pro Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Strategy) she is responsible for providing leadership in developing the 
strategic direction of the university regarding Indigenous matters, including institutional policy, strategy and 
advice in relation to all aspects of Indigenous higher education at QUT. Prior to joining QUT, Ms Barney-
Leitch was the Director of Indigenous Policy and Strategic Innovation for the Queensland Department of 
Education. In that role she was responsible for leading the strategic development of Indigenous education 
policy within Queensland.  

The Honourable Margaret White AO is a former Supreme Court of Queensland justice—the first woman to 
sit on the Supreme Court of Queensland. White was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1992 and was 
elevated to an Appeals Court Justice in 2010 until retirement in 2013. She was the co-Commissioner with 
Mick Gooda into the Protection and Detention of Children in the Northern Territory 2016-2017. She is an 
Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Queensland and a member of the Queensland Government's 
Youth Justice Strategy Reference Group 

Professor Cindy Shannon is a descendant of the Ngugi people from Moreton Bay. She is currently the Pro 
Vice Chancellor (Indigenous) at Griffith University. She is also an Emeritus Professor with the University of 
Queensland and was the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Engagement) at the University of Queensland 
from 2011-2017 and Director of its Poche Centre for Indigenous Health. Prior to that she led the 
development and implementation of Australia’s first degree level program for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander health workers. Cindy has led major reforms in Indigenous health and played a key role is 
supporting the establishment of the Institute for Urban Indigenous Health in supporting South-East 
Queensland. 

Professor Lyndall Ryan AM FAHA taught Australian history in three Australian universities for more than 
30 years and is best known as a historian of the Australian colonial frontier. Her first book, The Aboriginal 
Tasmanians (1981) broke new ground in arguing that contrary to widespread belief, the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal people did not die out in 1876 or at any period in history. Her most recent book on the history of 
the Tasmanian Aboriginal people, Tasmanian Aborigines: A History since 1803 (2012), focuses on settler 
policies to exterminate the Tasmanian Aboriginal people and the process of reconciliation in the 21st 
century. In the aftermath of the history wars and the debate about whether frontier massacres were 
widespread across Australia, Lyndall made a careful study of the practice of massacre in other parts of the 
world and developed a typology of massacre for application to the study of massacre on the colonial frontier 
in Australia. In 2014 she gained a major research grant from the Australian Research Council to prepare a 
digital map of massacre sites across the Australian frontier to 1960. As a new way of making Australian 
history visible, the map relies on a concise definition of frontier massacre and a rigorous methodology to 
investigate and verify the evidence. Stage 3 of the map, containing more than 300 sites of frontier massacre, 
was launched in November 2019.  
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