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LESSON 3 

 

LESSON BRIEF 

 

In this lesson, you will learn about all of the wonderful, global applications of sensors like the 
KOALAs, including their ‘origin story’ from a government-funded Sensors project led by 
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in Brisbane, Australia. 

 

 

LESSON INSTRUCTIONS 

 

1) Read the Sensors origin story of the KOALA (“Knowing Our Ambient, Local Air quality) at 
QUT: < https://research.qut.edu.au/ilaqh/projects/koala-sensors/ > - this is the public facing 
project page. Reflect yourself on how you might design a public facing page for your project, 
considering your expected audience, community and/or stakeholders. Ask yourself the 
following questions: 

a. Would I want to reach a general audience, or a specific audience; what design 
aspects would I use (e.g., language, font, photo gallery, case studies, links to external 
web sites)? 

b. How would I get the word out about my project and direct people to my public 
facing page? 

c. Could I use social media, such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and even TikTok? 
2) Browse the Sensors project hub, which showcases numerous international applications of 

the KOALA: < https://research.qut.edu.au/ilaqh/projects/sensors/ >.  
3) On this project hub, pay particular attention to the showcase of “The Air is Fair, Here and 

There”: Queensland communities assessing and comparing air quality” project, funded by 
the Queensland (Australia) Government under a specific citizen science project funding 
scheme (Advance Queensland - Queensland Citizen Science Grants 2020 - 2022) < 
https://research.qut.edu.au/ilaqh/projects/sensors-air-is-fair-here-and-there/ >. Scroll 
down to the end and find the “KOALA Maps > Queensland Network ” hyperlink (< 
http://qld.sensors.net.au/ >). 
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4) Reflect on the above and consider how you might showcase your own citizen science 
project! Ask yourself the following questions, to conclude this guided step-by-step 
workshop, and bring to the surface any gaps in knowledge you might still have and wish to 
ask us to fill! 

a. Do I have the necessary skill set to start planning a simple citizen science project 
involving low-cost air quality sensors? 

b. If I don’t have the necessary skills or resources, do I know who I could contact for 
help? 

c. Regarding the above, am I comfortable to frame and write or (better) record a 
question for the workshop presenters? 


