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Description
This study investigates the ‘location awareness’ of Australian smartphone users: their understanding of the geodata they are creating and sharing, and how it is used, tracked, and valued by digital media services.  

You are invited to participate in this research project because you are an everyday user of digital media, you live in one of locations where this study is being undertaken, and you are available to participate on the days on which it will be run. 
To express your interest in participating in the project, please email the research team at peta.mitchell@qut.edu.au  
Participation

Participation in the week-long study will involve 

1. Participating in an audio-recorded 2-hour focus group, where you will discuss your everyday engagement with location-based digital media and your understanding of the location data you share through your use of digital and mobile media. The following dates and times are available:

Brisbane (2nd and 6 October)
Logan (8th and 12th October)

Toowoomba (15th and 20th October)

2. Self-documenting your use of location-based apps and digital media and reflecting upon your location awareness. It is expected that participants will spend roughly 1 hour on this activity. Participants will also be asked if they would be willing to participate in an optional day-in-the-life study during the four days they are self-documenting their use of location-based media.

3. [Optional] Participating in a day-in-the-life study during the four days you are self-documenting your use of location-based media. If you agree to participate in this optional day-in-the-life study, a project researcher will spend a number of hours with you on a single day to document (using recorded video, audio, and photography) and collaboratively explore your use of locative media and sharing of personal locative data.
4. Participating in an audio/video recorded 2-hour co-design workshop, at which you will collaboratively assess your experience and engage in a participatory design process that will help the researchers to develop an online tool to promote location awareness. 

Your participation in this research project is entirely voluntary. If you do agree to participate, you can withdraw from the research project without comment or penalty while the design study is underway or up to two weeks following completion of the above activities. If you withdraw within 2 weeks after the design study, on request any identifiable information already obtained from you will be destroyed. If you withdraw from the project while the design study is underway, however, you will forfeit the gift card incentive offered for participants. Your decision to participate or not participate will in no way affect your current or future relationship with QUT or RMIT.
Expected benefits

It is expected that this research project will not directly benefit you. However, you may benefit in the longer term from research that investigates the complex and growing role of location data—and its implications—in everyday digital media use. At a national level, this study project will intervene directly in public debates about everyday media use and data privacy, surveillance, and metadata retention. It will provide a clearer picture of the Australian public’s digital ‘location awareness’ and their understanding of the implications of everyday location sharing.
To recognise your contribution should you choose to participate, the research team is offering a $50 Coles Myer gift card (physical or e-card) as reimbursement for your participation. Refreshments will also be provided in the focus group and co-design workshop.
Risks

There are no risks beyond normal day-to-day living associated with your participation in this research project.

PRIVACY AND Confidentiality

All comments and responses will be treated confidentially unless required by law, or regulatory or monitoring bodies, such as the ethics committee.  The names of individual persons are not required in any of the responses.
As the research project involves an audio/video recording:

· You will have the opportunity to verify your comments and responses prior to final inclusion.
· The recording will be destroyed 5 years after the last publication.
· The recording will not be used for any other purpose.
· Only the named researchers will have access to the recording.
· It is not possible to participate in the research project without being recorded.

The research project is funded by the Australian Research Council Discovery Projects scheme and they will not have access to the data obtained during the project.
Any data collected as part of this research project will be stored securely as per QUT’s Management of research data policy.
Please note that non-identifiable data from this research project may be used as comparative data in future projects or stored on an open access database for secondary analysis.

Consent to Participate

When you attend the workshop, we will ask you to sign a written consent form to confirm your agreement to participate. 

Questions / further information about the research project
If you have any questions or require further information please contact one of the listed researchers: 
Peta Mitchell
peta.mitchell@qut.edu.au 
07 3138 8007

Larissa Hjorth
larissa.hjorth@rmit.edu.au 
03 9925 3960
Concerns / complaints regarding the conduct of the research project
QUT is committed to research integrity and the ethical conduct of research projects.  However, if you do have any concerns or complaints about the ethical conduct of the research project you may contact the QUT Research Ethics Advisory Team on 07 3138 5123 or email humanethics@qut.edu.au. The QUT Research Ethics Advisory Team is not connected with the research project and can facilitate a resolution to your concern in an impartial manner.
THANK YOU FOR HELPING WITH THIS RESEARCH PROJECT.  
PLEASE KEEP THIS SHEET FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

