
The water issues and 
challenges of Australia and 
India share many common 
elements, including natural 
extremes of floods and droughts, 
increasing competition for water 
between urban, peri-urban and rural 
sectors and increased threats to water 
security from climate change. There are 
also pressures due to the over-
exploitation and water quality 
degradation of surface and groundwater 
resources.  
 
Although India has a much larger 
population than Australia, the Gross 
Domestic Product of both countries 
heavily rely on access to fresh water. 
Therefore, effective surface and 
groundwater management play a critical 
role in food production, sustaining 
livelihoods, human well-being and socio-
economic development. 
 
Both countries are going through 
increasing urbanisation, and this has 
added to the complexity of managing 
stormwater, provision of sanitation 
services, surface and groundwater 
pollution and the demands for drinking 
water and other uses. Further, India is 
currently undergoing a rapid socio-
economic transformation with changing 
demographics and the need to sustain 
farming sector; for this the availability of 
water of required quality and quantity 
will be critical.  
 
Both countries are faced with the 
challenges of achieving the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 
specifically to sustain the investment in 
water infrastructure and innovation and 
achieve a greater public participation . As 
such, both countries can partner for 
mutual benefits and learn significantly 
from each-other’s experiences and 
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About AIWC 

The Australia India Water Centre (AIWC) is a virtual joint centre 
established by a consortium of Australian and Indian universities, 
research institutions and water businesses to promote co-operation and 
collaboration in water research, education, training and capacity building. 
The Centre provides a platform for long-term partnerships and dialogue 
between Australian and Indian water researchers, policy-makers, industry 
partners and non-governmental organisations to work together for a 
common goal, particularly contribute to ‘UN SDG 2 -  Zero Hunger; UN 
SDG 6 - Clean Water and Sanitation; and the UN SDG 13 - Climate 
Action’ .  
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Key Partners 

“Water security is a critical challenge for both countries and it was jointly decided to deepen policy and technical cooperation 

on mutually agreed activities to improve water management and sustainable economic development.”  Joint declaration by 

the Prime Ministers of Australia and India, June 2020 



Background 

AIWC Aim 
 
There is increasing concern over ‘water security’—the capacity of both countries to guarantee the availability of suitable 
quality water to meet domestic, agricultural, industrial and environmental needs. Water and food security have been 
identified as important areas for collaboration in education, research, capacity development, technology and innovation, 
and both countries can greatly assist and inform each-other by working together.  
 
The overall aim of the Centre is to develop collaboration in transdisciplinary research, capacity building and knowledge and 
technology transfer, particularly on aspects of water and food security, clean and safe drinking water supplies, river health, 
water-energy-food nexus, water for liveable cities, water triggered disasters and other related facets of mutual benefits to 
Australia and India. 

Key Activities 

• Develop tools and techniques for improving the management of surface and groundwater resources (including 
springs, stormwater, wetlands, lakes and coastal reservoirs), water policy and governance and resilience and 
adaptation to climate change, while supporting the water missions and initiatives of the two countries; 

• Establish a joint online master’s program in ‘Transdisciplinary Water Resources Management’; 

• Conduct capacity building and training programs for government department staff, policy makers, students, NGOs 
and industry personnel through short courses, workshops, conferences and webinars; 

• Promote transdisciplinary research, socio-economic and cultural aspects, woman empowerment, citizen science and 
community engagement in water resources management; and 

• Support water expertise of the Centre partners for international engagement, networking and people-to-people 
contacts. 
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Our People—India 



Background 

Our People—Australia 



Contact us: 

Australia                India 
* Professor Basant Maheshwari             * Professor Arup Kumar Sarma 
   E-mail: B.maheshwari@westernsydney.edu.au                E-mail: aks@iitg.ac.in 
 
* Dr Dharma Hagare                *  Professor H.J. Shiva Prasad 
   E-mail: D.hagare@westernsydney.edu.au                 E-mail: h.j.s.prasad@gmail.com  
 
 

Web: www.iitg.ac.in/aiwc  
 
 

    

    

 

 

  

    

    

    

http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/marvi

