
ABSTRACT | In the United States, Native American movements of justice and liberation are long standing
traditions of Indigenous resistance to settler colonialism. In these contemporary times, Native and Indigenous
peoples are using social media to disrupt the public sphere, to center Indigenous voices, and to challenge political
processes. 

Furthermore they’re creating communities of change through relationality, global connections, and everyday
Indigenous resurgence (Corntassel, 2012). Informed by a Diné (Navajo) cultural practice of textile weaving and
storytelling, Nicholet discusses why it’s important to decolonize social media studies, and to center Indigenous
perspectives so we can further understand the potentials of Indigenous social media use for social change.
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BIOGRAPHY | Nicholet A. Deschine Parkhurst is Húŋkpapȟ a and an
enrolled member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and is also Diné of
the Navajo Nation. She is a Cotutelle Ph.D. Candidate in Indigenous
Studies at Macquarie University and a Ph.D. Student in the Justice
Studies program in the School of Social Transformation at Arizona State
University. 

Deschine Parkhurst’s research is at the intersection of Indigenous
human rights, Indigenous resistance and resurgence movements, and
digital activism. Currently, she is researching American Indian social
media activism during the #NoDAPL movement (No Dakota Access
Pipeline). Her research interests include investigating Indigenous
peoples' uses of social media, and advancing Native American health
equity. 

Prior to pursuing a Ph.D., Deschine Parkhurst built a career working with
and for American Indian people and Tribes conducting policy analysis to
advance and strengthen Tribal sovereignty, self-determination, and to
address health disparities in Native American communities. Deschine
Parkhurst also earned a Master’s in Social Work (MSW) with a
concentration in Policy, Administration & Community Practice, and a
Master’s Public Policy (MPP) from ASU.
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