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Evonne Miller is an Associate Professor and Director of the QUT Design Lab in 
the Creative Industries Faculty. She has worked in the School of Design at QUT 
for the past decade and has previously held the positions of Research Leader 
(School of Design) and Director of Research Training (Creative Industries). 
Evonne’s research focuses on how environments – built, technical, socio-cultural 
and natural – can better support and engage users, especially older people.  
 
Twitter: @evonnephd 
 
 

 

Simon Lowe is a scientist turned partnership expert turned entrepreneur in 
partnerships and technology. He ran NSW Seniors Card for 2 years and after 
completing the 1-year leadership course through the Benevolent Society 
realised that ageing is a system that needs disrupting. He believes in the tenets 
of good partnership building and collaboration in order to get more done 
together, developing innovative solutions that create unprecedented business 
growth, resilience and profitable disruption. 
Twitter: @ChangingAgeing 
 
 

 

Leonie Sanderson is an innovator with a background in Psychology and 
Media and experience in the arts and human services as well as a brief 
sojourn as a pop star in Taiwan. This gives her a unique position from which 
to deliver social change strategies. She co-founded The Ageing Revolution to 
create transformative change in the ageing system, by listening to the needs 
of the ageing population and responding with innovative solutions.  
Twitter: @ChangingAgeing 
 
 
 

 

Meredith Coyle brings a carer’s perspective to this discussion. Like many baby 
boomers, she has cared for ageing parents, while raising a family. Unlike many 
baby boomers she also cares for 2 adult children with disabilities, one with Down 
syndrome and the other with disabling mental health issues. As a nurse, midwife 
and with a background in psychology, she has had a long (if not illustrious) 
career as a carer. She has experienced the trials of the caring role, along with 
the joys. 
 
 
 

 

Lauren Hodges, is a young mother of two boys, and has been married to Bruce 
for 6 of their 12-year relationship. After Bruce, a combat engineer, returned from 
two deployments to Afghanistan, Lauren also became his full-time carer. The 
transition from wife and mother to wife, mother and carer has not been easy. 
The impact on her family of being married to a retired injured veteran has been 
life changing. In spite of this, Lauren, with resilience, humour, and a generous 
helping of love is working through the darkest days for the future of her family. 
 

 



Our Care Journey: Reflections and Innovations Symposium 
Monday 15 October, 2018 

QUT, Gardens Point  

                       

SPEAKERS cont. 

 

 

Professor Lynne Parkinson is a gerontology researcher, Editor in Chief 
of the Australasian Journal on Ageing, Fellow of the Australian Association 
of Gerontology, and Chair of the Queensland Division of the Australian 
Association of Gerontology. Her most recent project ’Caring for the Carers 
of People with Dementia Project’ is funded by the Australian Government 
Department of Health Dementia and Aged Care Services Fund. 
 
Twitter: @lynne_parkinson 
 
 
 

 

Linda Rosenman is Emeritus Professor at The University of Queensland 
(UQ). Her research focuses on the social and economic aspects of ageing 
and care. Linda has researched, published and presented widely on 
economic security, superannuation and ageing, financial abuse and aged 
care and on intergenerational commitments.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Jayne Ryan is General Manager, Carer Services at Carers Qld. Jayne has 
over 35 years’ experience working in the community sector in the UK and 
Australia. Previously she was CEO of Birmingham Carers Support Services 
and then Strategic Commissioner for Carers Services for the largest local 
authority in the UK.  
 
 
Twitter: @carersQLD 
 
 

 

Professor Jill Wilson, AO is a Professor of Social Work in the School of 
Nursing Midwifery and Social Work at the University of Queensland. 
Throughout her career of 50 years, her consistent interests have been 
social work in the contexts of health, ageing and intellectual disability. 
Her current research is in the areas of elder abuse, assisted and 
substitute decision-making and end of life planning.  

 
 

  
 


