
 

KINDERGO EARLY LITERACY 
APP EVALUATION

Early childhood is a time when literacy skills are 
increasing at a rapid rate. Recently, digital media 
has become an increasing part of children’s daily 
lives as they are surrounded by technology within 
the home and classroom environment. Applications 
of digital media for literacy suggest a multitude of 
opportunities for independent learning, motivation 
and engagement. This evaluation focussed on a 
relatively new app called Kindergo produced by Like 
A Photon Creative. The app provides an interactive, 
educational and intuitive reading experience with 
three reading modes: Read to Me (the app reads 
stories to children); Read Together (parents or 
teachers read); Tap and Hear (children tap words 
and hear them). With digital storybooks grouped 
into thematic islands, children between the ages of 
2 and 7 are encouraged to explore each island via 
the use of an avatar. Interactive problem-solving 
games pop-up with each book to supplement 
children’s reading. 
 
 

BACKGROUND

The Kindergo evaluation focussed on two key 
research questions:
 
1. What is the impact of access to Kindergo in 
relation to vocabulary and time spent reading with/ 
without a more competent reader?
2. How do parents view the affordances of the app 
and what is their user experience?
 

AIMS

 
There was no evidence that access to Kindergo 

increased vocabulary skills over and above typical 

development, however, and importantly, access 
to the app did no harm in relation to children’s 

vocabulary development or impacting on family 

literacy practices. With higher usage rates of 

Kindergo there may have been the potential to 

detect vocabulary improvements.

Parents were much more likely to regularly read 

with their children using books rather than an app.

For the most part parents reported that regular 
reading occurs at night before bed time. Using 

a device in place of books at this time is 

hampered by parents’ views on limiting screen 

time before bed and the perceived lack of 

connection afforded by reading on a device, rather 

than with hard copy books.

Parents reported trust in the app as an 

educational resource with no negative comments 

about the literacy components of the app.

Parents suggest that the app may have stimulated 

a greater interest in literacy in general for their 

child and may have increased their children’s 

skills in letter and word recognition, and the 

mechanics of reading including page-turning.

Parents found the app most useful for 

independent child use, particularly when parents 

were busy supporting older children with 

homework or carrying out other daily tasks.

Parents reported positive comments about the 

usability of the app. The app was considered by 

parents to be intuitive, supported exploration by 

young children and that the content on the app 

could be trusted. 

KEY FINDINGS



Parents and educators may find the Kindergo 
app useful to enhance interest in early literacy in 
young children
Parents may find the app useful as a way to 
engage preschool children in reading and literacy 
activities while they are busy supporting older 
children with learning or doing other household 
tasks
Recommendations for future evaluations for 
Kindergo were made including targeting English 
language learners and designing a more 
structured approach to increasing exposure to 
Kindergo, for example through a playgroup, early 
childhood education setting, or speech language 
clinical setting

IMPLICATIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS This evaluation was a mixed method study with an 

embedded experimental design.

 

Four kindergartens including six classes of children 

were recruited. A total of 68 children were in the final 

analysis (mean age 52.5 months). Families were 

relatively highly educated and were of a high socio-

economic status.

 

In an experimental design children were assigned at 

the class level to either the Kindergo app group (n = 

32) or the book group (n = 36, provided with paper 

copies of three Kindergo books).

 

Families were asked to use the Kindergo app at least 

three times per week for 10 minutes per session 

across seven weeks.

 

At baseline (Week 0) and at follow up (Week 8), 

direct measures of children’s expressive and 

receptive vocabulary were taken. Parents responded 

to a baseline survey and weekly text message 

surveys about their home literacy practices (shared 

and independent book reading and app use).
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