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Why is the study being conducted? 

This iMOVE project is part of the Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads’ Cooperative 

and Highly Automated Driving (CHAD) Pilot, which is intended to prepare for the arrival of 

Cooperative and (highly) automated vehicles (CAVs) that have safety, mobility and environmental 

benefits on Australian roads. 
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The purpose of this project is to build public awareness and understanding of CAVs through public 

demonstrations and research studies. The current study aims to investigate how members of the 

public experience driving the CAV. In particular, the research aims to understand the perceptions 

that members of the public have of CAVS and the likely impact on the driving community, the types 

of behaviours that individuals will engage in while driving a CAV, and to further examine the 

performance of the vehicle’s sensors under varied closed track driving conditions. More specifically, 

the project will address key components of human-machine interaction while non-experts are 

behind the wheel of an automated vehicle- such as behaviour while the vehicle is automated mode 

and transitions between automated mode and manual mode. Similarly, pre- and post-drive 

questionnaires will be used to assess participants’ subjective experiences. These data will support 

future research and provide a foundation on which automated vehicles can be adopted safely by 

private and public drivers. 

You are invited to participate in this study if you are a QLD resident aged 18 or older, have a valid 

and open driver’s licence, have conversational English, are in reasonable health to operate a vehicle, 

and do not have any mobility issues that affect your ability to enter/exit a vehicle or sit for 40 

minutes. Participants must not be affected by any medications that cause drowsiness or other 

psychoactive symptoms (e.g., hallucinations) and must not be under the influence of alcohol or any 

illicit substances. 

 

Please note that, because you will be driving the CAV, you must have an open and valid Australian 

Driver’s licence. It should also be noted that there may be circumstances where individuals cannot 

participate even if they fulfil the above criteria such as if a member of the QUT or TMR team is 

concerned that the behaviour of a participant may negatively impact staff.  

What does participation involve? 

Your participation in this study will involve driving our CAV (30 minutes approximately) and in total 

will take approximately 60 minutes of your time. You will be asked to complete a brief online survey 

before the drive that will ask general demographic questions (age, gender etc.) and about your 

understanding/expectations of autonomous vehicles. After the drive you will be asked to complete a 

second brief survey that will similarly explore your understanding/expectations of automated 

vehicles now that you have experienced the CAV. In addition, high resolution video cameras are 

mounted on the steering wheel column and passenger side. The cameras will record video-images of 

you from the front (similar to the image below) and from side while you are driving. These video 

recordings will allow the research team to measure where you look, your head position, and when 

your eyes are closed. 

  

The CAV is a prototype Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) Level 4 passenger car. A Level 4 SAE 

vehicle can drive without human input, however there may be times where a human driver is 

required, or chooses, to take back control. The CAV will be driven in automated mode on a closed 

track in Mt Cotton, Queensland with one participant driver and one expert driver from QUT or the 



ETH_Survey_Information-Sheet_V4_20210216.docx Version x Page 3 of 5 

Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) in the passenger seat. No other entities 

will have access to the track during data collection. 

 

The expert driver has the ultimate responsibility for control and monitoring of the CAV, from the 

passenger seat. Similar to a dual-control vehicle used by driving instructors with learner drivers, the 

CAV is equipped with a brake pedal in the front passenger side which allow the expert driver to 

slow/stop the vehicle, as needed. You are expected to obey all road rules and laws while 

participating. 

 

Prior to your 30-minute drive, you will receive training from the expert driver on how the vehicle 

functions, how to complete handovers of control between automated and manual driving modes 

(and vice versa), and what to do if you are not feeling comfortable behind the wheel of the CAV.  

 

Your participation in this research project is entirely voluntary. If you do agree to participate you can 

withdraw from the study at any time without comment. If you choose to withdraw while the vehicle 

is in motion, the expert driver will communicate to you that the vehicle will be stopped (if you have 

not already done so yourself) and they will ask you to be seated in the passenger seat while they 

drive you back to the starting point. 

What are the possible benefits for me if I take part? 

It is expected that this research project will not benefit you directly. The outcomes of the research, 

however, may benefit the development and implementation of CAVs on public roads in the future. 

 

Participants will be paid $100 (as a gift voucher) for completing the study.  

• If a participant completes only the first questionnaire (i.e., fails to show up for their scheduled 

appointment at the training centre), they will receive no reimbursement.  

• If the participant withdraws before signing the consent form, they will not receive 

reimbursement.  

• If the participant withdraws after signing consent, but before starting the driving portion of 

the study (during training, for example) they will receive a partial payment of $50.  

• If the participant withdraws during the driving portion of the study, they will still receive the 

full $100.  

What are the possible risks for me if I take part? 

The study is associated with the following potential risks:  

1. The risk of a crash.  

2. The risk of motion sickness when in the vehicle.  

3. Identifiable information will be collected using video recording devices. 

The likelihood of crash is negligible; however, several safety precautions have been taken to ensure 

your safety. The expert driver will be solely responsible for the safe operation of the vehicle and is 

highly familiar with the CAV system and its functionality. The expert driver will also have experience 

in assisting you as you drive the CAV. The CAV system itself has been tested for safety and is 

designed to safely navigate the vehicle through a variety of conditions. The maximum speed of the 

vehicle when in automated mode is restricted to 50km/h.  
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If a crash does occur, emergency services (ambulance) will be called immediately unless the 

participant explicitly refuses. The refusal will be recorded. We will request that emergency services 

complete an assessment of injuries for each person involved in the crash and we will follow their 

guidance if any further assessment or treatment is required. While you drive, you will be 

accompanied by an expert driver who is aware of the CAV and its nature, and who will be vigilant in 

monitoring the CAV’s responses to potential hazards on the closed track (such as sudden braking). 

The CAV will collect information about the vehicle while it is moving, including when it is in non-

automated mode. Therefore, information about how an individual drives will be collected in non-

automated mode, although it is de-identified. However, this data may be connected with 

participants at a later date, and is hence, re-identifiable.  

 

While the risk of motion sickness is similar to that of travelling in a regular car, the research team 

encourages you to consider whether you are comfortable taking part and, if you have any concerns 

related to medical conditions that may impact on your ability to participate, to discuss them with 

your doctor. 

 

QUT provides for limited free psychology, family therapy or counselling services for research 

participants of QUT research projects who may experience discomfort or distress as a result of their 

participation in the research. Please note that while face-to-face appointments may only be 

accessible to those in the South East Queensland area, the clinic offers telehealth appointments 

which may be more appropriate depending on your needs. Should you wish to access this service 

please call the Clinic Receptionist on 07 3138 0999 (Monday–Friday only 9am–5pm), QUT Psychology 

and Counselling Clinic, 44 Musk Avenue, Kelvin Grove, and indicate that you are a research 

participant. Alternatively, Lifeline provides access to online, phone or face-to-face support, call 13 11 

14 for 24-hour telephone crisis support. 

What about privacy and confidentiality? 

The data you provide on questionnaires will be linked to your identity within our secure database, 

however the data will always be de-identified before analysis and if distributed via internal reporting 

or publication. The video recording includes your face, and thus, remains identifiable in storage. 

Analyses on the video data, however, result in deidentified data outputs (numerical and graphical). 

 

The driving data recorded by the CAV is deidentified but will be linked to your unique participant 

code, making it re-identifiable. As with other data streams, only a limited number of people (those 

listed and approved in our ethics agreement) will have access to the data. 

 

Any data collected as part of this research project will be stored securely as per QUT’s Management 

of research data policy. Data will be stored for a minimum of 5 years and can be disclosed if it is to 

protect you or others from harm, if specifically required by law, or if a regulatory or monitoring body 

such as the ethics committee requests it. 

 

The research project is funded by the Department of Transport and Main Roads, QUT, and the 

iMOVE Cooperative Research Centre (CRC). The Department of Transport and Main Roads and 

iMOVE CRC will only have access to de-identified data obtained during the demonstration. 
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De-identified data may be used in future studies for comparative purposes. Raw video and audio 

data will not be shared. The use of the data that is provided for use in future research will be 

controlled. In order for organisations to obtain and use the data, they must first apply to TMR for the 

use of the data. If TMR are satisfied that the application is legitimate the organisation applying for 

the data must then undergo a brief ethics review process to confirm the merit of the proposed use 

of the data and examine and ensure that adequate controls and safeguards relating to data security 

are in place and maintained. 

If you would like to participate in further research as someone who has experience with an 

autonomous vehicle, you can provide your details to the CARRS-Q researchers. If you choose to 

provide this information, it will not be stored with data collected during this demonstration. 

What if I have questions about the research project? 

If you have any questions or require further information please contact one of the listed researchers: 

Prof Andry Rakotonirainy 

 

Project Leader r.andry@qut.edu.au  07 3138 4683 

Prof Sebastien Glaser 

 

Principal Research 

Fellow 

sebastien.glaser@qut.edu.au 

 

07 3138 4911 

Dr Michael Pascale Research Fellow michael.pascale@qut.edu.au 07 3138 4736 

What if I have a concern or complaint regarding the conduct of the research project? 

QUT is committed to research integrity and the ethical conduct of research projects.  If you wish to 

discuss the study with someone not directly involved, particularly in relation to matters concerning 

policies, information or complaints about the conduct of the study or your rights as a participant, you 

may contact the QUT Research Ethics Advisory Team on +61 7 3138 5123 or email 

humanethics@qut.edu.au. 

Thank you for helping with this research project. Please keep this sheet for your information. 
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