
Hand in hand.
At school 
crossings.

Hand in hand.
Let’s go places.

Did you know, until they’re about 
nine, kids can’t safely judge 
traffic for themselves. That’s why 
it’s safer to keep holding their 
hands at all crossings.

Find out more about keeping 
kids safe at carrsq.qut.edu.au



Walking safely

Chances are you hold your children’s hands 
when you’re crossing a busy road. Kids can be 
unpredictable and crashes happen in quieter 
streets, in carparks and even on school crossings. 
Holding hands is the surest way to protect them, 
even in these seemingly low-risk situations.

Not too grown up

Crossing roads is a complex activity. It needs you 
to notice what’s happening, analyse the situation, 
make a judgement and take action. Children’s 
brains simply aren’t up to the task until they’re 
around nine. So even if your child wants to be all 
grown up, it’s just not safe to give in.

Hold on and pay attention

Many crashes happen when children run onto the 
road unexpectedly. So hold their hands when you’re 
walking on the footpath, as you leave the school 
gate or in car parks. If you have your hands full, get 
your child to hold onto something attached to you 
– your sleeve, the shopping trolley or the stroller. 
Keep an eye out for any hazards and keep hold until 
you’re all safely indoors or in the car. 
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