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Covering the scientific, legal, financial, clinical, regulatory and 
reimbursement elements of pharmaceutical commercialisation, the 
program is available to researchers, entrepreneurs and associated 
professionals from the pharmaceutical ecosystem around Australia. 

The tacit industry knowledge that the Bridge Program consortium 
provides makes the program unique in its integration into venture 
capital and global pharmaceutical networks and its ability to share 
specific, detailed and practical know-how.

This exclusive program provides access to international speakers and global leaders from top-tier pharmaceutical companies giving rise to 
collaborative commercialisation opportunities.
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The Bridge Program equips researchers and entrepreneurs with 
the knowledge, skills and networks to enable the successful 
commercialisation of new pharmaceuticals. 

Delivered by Queensland University of Technology, the Bridge Program 
is funded by MTPConnect and a consortium of pharmaceutical 
companies and universities. 

Launched in 2017, the program selects participants annually from 
across Australia and New Zealand to take part in face-to-face and 
online training in the various components that contribute to the 
commercialisation of new medicines. 

IMPACT - MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS
The Bridge Program is available to Australian biotech entrepreneurs, research scientists, business development academics and industry 
related professionals. Since the program’s commencement, five cohorts have completed the program creating a strong alumni community. 

Just six months after completing the program, alumni survey respondents reported the following major developments: 

research.qut.edu.au/bridge

Transferring skills on the commercialisation 
of pharmaceutical research
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This project is supported by MTPConnect through the Medical Research Future Fund’s Biomedical Translation Bridge Program. Learn more at mtpconnect.org.au

TESTIMONIALS
FROM  

PARTIC IPANTS:

Despite my work experience with startups, the QUT Bridge program was immensely 
useful for me to further understand the depth & breadth of activities involved in 
commercialisation of research. The interactions with industry experts, peer-to-peer 
learning opportunities, & online modules were all well-arranged. The 2-week US trip 
to visit  R&D facilities and meet senior managers from different departments at four 
world-leading companies was a life-changing experience for four of us lucky winners!

The program was really good and provided excellent opportunities to network not only 
with fellow Bridge participants but also with representatives from the pharma and 
commercialisation areas.

A private placement capital raising of AUD $15m was 
assisted, in part, by my introductions to executives 
in the investment community, and the skills which I 
gained (or reinforced) during the 2017 Bridge Program.

The program provided me 
with insight into the complex 
path of getting a drug on 
the market post the scientific 
research. I gained valuable 
skills to support academic 
researchers to position their 
work for commercialisation into 
a prevention or cure for disease.

I found both the on-line teachings and the residential component of the course 
as essential knowledge for any person involved in the drug development pipeline. 
The outcomes of the program will not be visible for many years but will save 
essentially thousands of hours of wasted research and development time, along 
with associated costs. It will give participants a commercial focus, which will result 
in more successful grants applications and industry/academic partnerships.

It was, and continues to be, a thoroughly 
enriching experience. It has tangible impact 
on the daily conduct of my work.
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