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Impressive sector impact as the 2019 Bridge Symposium launches 
The Bridge Program equips researchers and entrepreneurs with the knowledge, skills and networks to 

enable the successful commercialisation of new pharmaceuticals. 

The Bridge Program is holding its highlight event of the year, the Bridge Symposium, over the next 

three days in Melbourne with an impressive line-up of over 30 speakers to share their unique 

experience on taking new drug discoveries through the rigorous process of commercialisation.   

Representatives from pharmaceutical giants such as Novartis, Pfizer, Amgen and AbbVie, along with 

others in the ecosystem including venture capital companies, successful startups and SMEs, media 

representatives, legal and regulatory bodies and government groups will address the cohort of 100 

participants. 

A unique feature of the Bridge Symposium is the Partnering Experience where participants work in 

teams on an intensive pitching activity where they design an elevator pitch with the aim of securing 

funding from big pharma.  

Participants reap major benefits in this activity as they receive specific and practical feedback from 

members of the Bridge Consortium (11 pharmaceutical companies, universities and the government 

body MTPConnect) which can be applied to their own innovations outside of the program.  

New data from Bridge Program participants from 2017 and 2018 captures the notable achievements 
and advances towards commercialisation success, including involvement in: 

  

These remarkable figures were reported just 6 months after completing the Bridge Program.  

In a setting where the commercialisation journey normally takes 10 years, these milestones indicate 

significant progress as participants confidently take their therapeutics through these steps towards 

market. 

The Bridge Program involves a consortium of industry, academia and government partners that is led 

by QUT and supported by MTPConnect’s Biomedical Translation Bridge Fund with industry matched 
funding from: Amgen, AbbVie, CSL, Johnson & Johnson, Medicines Australia, Macquarie University, 

MSD, Novartis and Pfizer. 

Through this national program the process of commercialising new pharmaceutical discoveries will be 

amplified which will result in new Australian discoveries reaching the global market and bettering the 

global healthcare system. 

 

 



 

ABOUT 

The Bridge Program equips researchers and entrepreneurs with the knowledge, skills and networks to 

enable the successful commercialisation of new pharmaceuticals. 

Launched in 2017, the program selects 100 participants annually from across Australia to take part in 

face-to-face and online training in the various components that contribute to the commercialisation 

of new medicines. 

Covering the scientific, legal, financial, clinical, regulatory and reimbursement elements of 

pharmaceutical commercialisation, the national program is available to researchers, entrepreneurs 

and associated professionals from the pharmaceutical ecosystem in Australia. 

 

PARTNERS  

Delivered by QUT, the Bridge Program is funded by MTPConnect and a consortium of pharmaceutical 

companies and universities including: 

For more information about MTPConnect’s support of the Bridge Program and for a firsthand 
account of the 2019 Symposium, listen to MTPConnect’s podcast channel for a soon-to-be-released 

episode recorded at the Symposium: https://www.mtpconnect.org.au/mtpconnectpodcast   

 

CONTACT 

Prof Lyn Griffiths: Project Director, The Bridge Program / Executive Director, IHBI, QUT 

Email: bridge.program@qut.edu.au  

Website: research.qut.edu.au/bridge/ 

Twitter: @program_bridge 

LinkedIn: The-Bridge-Program 
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