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TURNING THE SPOTLIGHT ON INNOVATION CAREERS  
 
Brisbane, Queensland, March 6, 2018 – Backing the growth and expansion of innovation careers in the fields of science, 

technology, engineering, maths and medicine (STEMM) is again one of the prominent themes across biotech industry 

events this month. 

Speakers at Science Meets Parliament, a gathering of around 200 government representatives and STEMM industry 

professionals in Canberra in February, stressed the importance of collaboration and support for Australians in this 

exciting sector. 

Dr Gorjana Mitic, the Commercialisation and Innovation Manager (Life Sciences) at Macquarie University is one of those 

professionals who was at the Science Meets Parliament event to speak about her innovation career. 

In addressing this group, Dr Mitic spoke about her experience as a participant in The Bridge Program – a 

commercialisation skills program that equips participants with the knowledge and networks to take new medicines from 

the lab to market shelves.  

“The Bridge Program, in which I was 1 of 100 selected 

participants, addresses a number of key objectives, identified 

as necessary to drive the sector’s future growth; translating 

research ideas and products to commercial outcomes, and 

developing necessary skills and networks.”  

The Bridge Program is run by Queensland University of 

Technology and received funding through the Federal 

Government’s Industry Growth Centre, MTPConnect and a 

consortium of pharmaceutical companies, industry 

associations, venture capital firms and university partners.  

This national program consists of a series of online education 

modules, seminars delivered by industry experts, a 3-day 

workshop that backs onto the national AusBiotech 

conference and incorporates an investment Pitch 

Competition.  

As part of the Bridge Program Pitch Competition, Dr Mitic 

was awarded one of four travel bursaries, which last month 

took her to the U.S. headquarters of major pharmaceutical 

companies AbbVie, MSD (Merck) and Amgen. 

Speaking separately on this experience, Dr Mitic says, “To 

now know some of the international collaborators that I’d 

had existing connections with but no chance to meet before 

was a really great opportunity. I was able to build face-to-face 

relationships and really benefit from those interactions.” 

Left to right: Kylie Walker (Science & Technology Australia) 
Gorjana Mitic (Bridge Program Alumnus) and Anne-Maree 
Englund (MSD Australia) at Science Meets Parliament in 
Canberra, Feb 13th-14th at a private address sponsored by 
MSD Australia. 
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Speaking on the Bridge Program residential, the 3-day workshop for participants Dr Mitic shares, “The line-up of 

speakers was really impressive. There were senior executives and vice-presidents from major international companies 

and they were all enthusiastic and happy to share their insights with us all. This was a rare and invaluable opportunity 

that everyone was excited about.” 

On the impact of The Bridge Program, Dr Mitic comments, “Initiatives like The Bridge Program enable us to share our 

combined knowledge and create cross-industry relationships which means we can all achieve our goals faster.” 

Coming to Australia when she was 18, she undertook an undergraduate degree in Biotechnology, a Diploma of 

Innovation Management and a PhD in cancer research before then enrolling in the Bridge Program. She also worked 

within the biotech industry at Bio-Link Australia for 4 years before moving to her role at Macquarie University earlier 

this year.  

Throughout her studies, Dr Mitic says she always knew that she wanted to work in commercialisation, however could 

see that there were some limitations within the industry. Now, with governmental support and industry led initiatives, 

Dr Mitic says she can see that the industry has the potential to become a world leader. 

The governmental backing of innovation careers like Dr Mitic’s is a vital part of the economic future of Australia, which 

is supported in events like Science Meets Parliament where we see the sharing of a common purpose of building and 

propelling an emerging sector.  

The Bridge Program is funded to run again in 2018, and following highly positive feedback, the organisers are seeking 

further funding with the objective to have it a mainstay of the sector.  
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If you would like more information about this topic, please contact 

Ren Smith on 0439339172 or email at ren.smith@qut.edu.au  

More info via the Bridge Program website 
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