
SUNDAY, 27 OCTOBER, MELBOURNE

Pharmaceutical Discovery and Drug Development 

BRIDGE PROGRAM SYMPOSIUM
THE BRIDGE PROGRAM // B R I D G E  SY M P O S I U M  // #Br idgeProgram19

4

DAY 
- 1 -

TIME	 SESSION	 SPEAKER	 CHAIR

08:15 – 09:00	 Registration & arrival

09:00 – 09:10	 Presentation: Welcome to The Bridge Program	 Dan Grant, MTPConnect	

09:10 – 09:20	 Presentation: Outline of the Symposium 	 Lyn Griffiths, QUT		

09:20 – 09:50	 Presentation: The Journey to an Investigational	 Ed Lobenhofer, Amgen 	 David Thomson, Amgen 
	 Drug (IND)

09:50 – 10:20	 Presentation: Keeping the patient and treatment 	 Art Hewig, Amgen 	 David Thomson, Amgen 
	 landscape in mind when developing early assets	

10:20 – 10:45 	 Morning tea

10:45 – 11:15	 Presentation: Generics through to Gene Therapies 	 Simon Fisher, Novartis	 David Thomson, Amgen	

11:15 – 11:45	 Panel Session:  Interactive Q&A	 Ed Lobenhofer, Amgen; Art Hewig,  	 David Thomson, Amgen 
		  Amgen; Simon Fisher, Novartis; 
		  Jessica Droge, Amgen 

11:45 - 12:00	 Partnering Experience: Introduction, Orientation and 	 Gorjana Mitic, Macquarie University 	  
	 Overview of the activity

12:00 - 13:00	 Partnering Experience: Framing a Deal and Establishing  	 Rob McInnes, IP Advisory	 Gorjana Mitic, Macquarie 
	 your “Ask”, and Refining a Pitch and Crafting the Deal 	 Goslik Schepers, Brandon Capital	 University

13:00 – 13:30 	 Lunch

13:30 – 14:00	 Presentation: What makes a difference working with 	 Jessica Droge, Amgen 	 Anne-Maree Englund, MSD 
	 global pharmaceutical sector? A view from Business 
	 Development

14:00 – 14:30	 Presentation: Patient-Centricity- Just Buzzword Bingo? 	 Lisa Maguire, AbbVie 	 Anne-Maree Englund, MSD

14:30 – 15:00	 Presentation: Tips for Pharma/Life Sciences on how best 	 Paul Cross, PharmaDispatch  	 Anne-Maree Englund, MSD 
	 to work with media

15:00 – 15:30	 Panel Session:  Interactive Q&A 	 Lisa Maguire, AbbVie	 Anne-Maree Englund, MSD 
		  Paul Cross, PharmaDispatch

15:30 – 16:00	 Afternoon tea

16:00 – 17:15	 Partnering Experience: First Pitch	 Gorjana Mitic, Macquarie University	

17:15 – 18:30	 Drinks and Canapes



MONDAY, 28 OCTOBER, MELBOURNE

Bench to Biotech
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DAY 
- 2 -

DAY 
- 2 -

TIME	 SESSION	 SPEAKER	 CHAIR

09:00 – 09:10	 Recap of Day 1 and Overview of Day 2 Agenda	 Lyn Griffiths, QUT

09:10 - 09:40	 Presentation: Commercialisation of novel drugs 	 Melissa McGregor, Pfizer 	 Anand Gautam, Pfizer

09:40 – 10:10	 Presentation: Transforming thought to product	 Anna Lavelle, Medicines Australia 	 Anand Gautam, Pfizer

10:10 – 10:40	 Case Study: Commercialising for China 	 Rob Scott, ACTI	 Anand Gautam, Pfizer

10:40 – 11:00 	 Morning tea

11:00 – 11:30	 Presentation: How the Australian Government  	 Charlie Day, Innovation and	 Stuart Englund, Janssen 

	 supports the Life Sciences sector	 Science Australia

11:30 – 12:00	 Presentation: The basics of Therapeutic Goods   	 Avi Rebera, TGA 	 Stuart Englund, Janssen 

	 Regulation

12:00 – 12:30	 Presentation: Raising Capital – Australian perspective    	 Sarah Meibusch, OneVentures  	 Stuart Englund, Janssen

12:30 - 12:45	 Panel Session:  Interactive Q&A	 Charlie Day, Innovation and Science	 Stuart Englund, Janssen 

		   Australia; Avi Rebera, TGA;  

		  Sarah Meibusch, OneVentures

12:45 – 13:30 	 Lunch

13:30 – 14:00	 Presentation: Australian Reimbursement options for  	 Mark Schulz, Novartis	 Brett Roberts, Novartis	  

	 drugs and devices

14:00 – 14:30	 Case Study: The Xanamem journey 	 Bill Ketelbey, Actinogen Medical 	 Brett Roberts, Novartis

14:30 – 15:00	 Case Study: Certa Therapeutics – bench to  	 Darren Kelly, Certa Therapeutics  	 Brett Roberts, Novartis 

	 biotech story 

15:00 – 15:30	 Afternoon tea

15:30 – 17:00	 Partnering Experience: Second Pitch	 Gorjana Mitic, Macquarie University 	

17:00 – 18:30	 Break

18:30 – 19:00	 Pre-Dinner Drinks

19:00 – 22:30	 Networking Dinner & Announcement 

	 of Pitch Winners



BRIDGE PROGRAM SYMPOSIUM
THE BRIDGE PROGRAM // B R I D G E  SY M P O S I U M  // #Br idgeProgram19

6

TIME	 SESSION	 SPEAKER	 CHAIR

09:00 – 09:10	 Recap of Day 2 and Overview of Day 3 Agenda	 Lyn Griffiths, QUT	 	 		

09:10 – 09:40	 Presentation: Community involvement in medicines	 Jo Watson, Pharmaceutical	 Sean Lybrand, Amgen 

	 access and how we access the Australian patient voice	 Benefits Advisory Committee 

	 in decision making

09:40 – 10:10	 Presentation: Engaging the health ecosystem to	 Sean Lybrand, Amgen 	 David Thomson, Amgen 

	 improve patient outcomes

10:10 – 10:40	 Presentation: Delivering for patients in today’s	 Alex Chapman, Amgen 	 Sean Lybrand, Amgen 

	 healthcare environment 

10:40 – 11:00	 Panel Session:  Interactive Q&A	 Jo Watson, Pharmaceutical Benefits	 David Thomson, Amgen 

		  Advisory Committee; Sean Lybrand,  

		  Amgen; Alex Chapman, Amgen

11:00 – 11:30 	 Morning tea

11:30 – 12:00	 Presentation: Global clinical drug development and  	 Mitch Kirkman, Novartis	 Brett Roberts, Novartis 

	 the value of clinical trials in Australia	

 12:00 - 12:30	 Presentation: The BTB Program  	 Dan Grant, MTPConnect	 Lyn Griffiths, QUT 

12:30 – 13:00 	 Lunch

13:00 – 13:30	 Presentation: Crisscrossing Industry and Academia 	 Trent Munro, UQ 	 Laura Issa, AbbVie	

13:30 – 14:00	 Presentation: An unexpected journey  	 Stewart Washer, Emerald Clinics	 Laura Issa, AbbVie

14:00 – 14:30	 Case Study: Pharmaceutical external innovation	 Niels Emmerich, AbbVie 	 Laura Issa, AbbVie 

	 in practice		

14:30 – 15:30	 Partnering Experience: Judges Feedback Session

15:30 – 16:00	 Afternoon tea

16:00 - 16:30	 Program Wrap Up	 Lyn Griffiths, QUT

TUESDAY, 29 OCTOBER, MELBOURNE

Biotech to Patient 
DAY 
- 3 -


